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Basic Engineering for Builders

This book is for you if you’ve ever been stumped 
by an engineering problem on the job, yet wanted 
to avoid the expense of hiring a qualified engineer. 
Here you’ll find engineering principles explained in 
non-technical language and practical methods for 
applying them on the job. With the help of this book 
you’ll be able to understand engineering functions 
in the plans and how to meet the requirements, 
how to get permits issued without the help of an 
engineer, and anticipate requirements for concrete, 

steel, wood and masonry. See why you sometimes have to hire an engi-
neer and what you can undertake yourself: surveying, concrete, lumber 
loads and stresses, steel, masonry, plumbing, and HVAC systems. This 
book is designed to help you, the builder, save money by understanding 
engineering principles that you can incorporate into the jobs you bid.  
400 pages, 8½ x 11, $39.50

eBook (PDF) also available; $19.75 at www.craftsman-book.com

National Construction Estimator

Current building costs for residential, commercial, and industrial con-
struction. Estimated prices for every common building material. Provides 
manhours, recommended crew, and gives the labor cost for installa-
tion. Includes a free download of an electronic version of the book with 
National Estimator, a stand-alone Windows™ estimating program. An 
interactive multimedia video that shows how to use the software to com-
pile construction cost estimates is free at www.costbook.com. 
672 pages, 8½ x 11, $87.50. Revised annually

Also available as an eBook (PDF), $43.75 at www.craftsman-book.com

Insurance Replacement Estimator

Insurance underwriters demand detailed, accurate valuation data. 
There’s no better authority on replacement cost for single-family homes 
than the Insurance Replacement Estimator. In minutes you get an insur-
ance to value report showing the cost of re-construction based on your 
specification. You can generate and save unlimited reports, and the 
first month is free to try out. Visit www.craftsman-book.com/insurance 
to start your trial today!

Roofing Quick-Card

New! Find in an instant the roofing details required to construct a code-
compliant roof, including slope and pitch, permitted materials and 
weights, nailing and stapling requirements, lookup tables -- just about all 
the details you’ll need. This 4-page, full-color, laminated card will be your 
quick guide to the roofing information used in architectural plans and 
engineering drawings. 4 pages, 8 ½ x 11, $7.95

Carpentry in Commercial Construction

Covers forming, framing, exteriors, interior finish, and cabinet installation 
in commercial buildings: how to design and build concrete forms, select 
lumber dimensions, what grades and species to use for a design load, how 
to select and install materials based on their fire rating or sound-transmis-
sion characteristics, and plan and organize a job efficiently. Loaded with 
illustrations, tables, charts, and diagrams. 272 pages, 5½ x 8½, $19.00

Contractor’s Guide to Quickbooks 2015

QuickBooks 2015 has many new features that simplify a building contrac-
tor’s bookkeeping work. You’ll wonder how you managed without them. 
To help you make the most of these new features, or to make getting set 
up with QuickBooks almost painless, this user-friendly manual walks you 
through QuickBooks’ detailed setup procedure and explains step-by-step 
how to create a first-rate accounting system. You’ll learn in days, rather 
than weeks, how to use QuickBooks to get your contracting business orga-
nized, with simple, fast accounting procedures. But setting up QuickBooks 
from scratch can be time-consuming. On the free download included with 
purchase of the book you’ll find a QuickBooks file preconfigured for a con-
struction company. Open it, enter your company’s data, add info on your 
suppliers, subs and customers, and you’re up and running. The setup’s 
done for you. 280 pages, 8½ x 11, $68.50

Also available as an eBook (PDF), $34.25 at www.craftsman-book.com
See checklist for other available editions.

Contractor’s Survival Manual Revised

The “real skinny” on the down-and-dirty survival skills that no one likes 
to talk about – unique, unconventional ways to get through a debt crisis: 
what to do when the bills can’t be paid, finding money and buying time, 
conserving income, transferring debt, setting payment priorities, cash 
float techniques, dealing with judgments and liens, and laying the foun-
dation for recovery. Here you’ll find out how to survive a downturn and 
the key things you can do to pave the road to success. Have this book as 
your insurance policy; when hard times come to your business it will be 
your guide. 336 pages, 8½ x 11, $38.00

Also available as an eBook (PDF), $19.00 at www.craftsman-book.com

Roofing Construction & Estimating

Installation, repair and estimating for nearly every type of roof covering 
available today in residential and commercial structures: asphalt shingles, 
roll roofing, wood shingles and shakes, clay tile, slate, metal, built-up, 
and elastomeric. Covers sheathing and underlayment techniques, as well 
as secrets for installing leakproof valleys. Many estimating tips help you 
minimize waste, as well as insure a profit on every job. Troubleshooting 
techniques help you identify the true source of most leaks. Over 300 large, 
clear illustrations help you find the answer to just about all your roofing 
questions. 448 pages, 8½ x 11, $38.00

eBook (PDF) also available, $19.00 at www.craftsman-book.com

Finish Carpenter’s Manual

Everything you need to know to be a finish carpenter: assessing a job 
before you begin, and tricks of the trade from a master finish carpenter. 
Easy-to-follow instructions for installing doors and windows, ceiling 
treatments (including fancy beams, corbels, cornices and moldings), wall 
treatments (including wainscoting and sheet paneling), and the finishing 
touches of chair, picture, and plate rails. Specialized interior work includes 
cabinetry and built-ins, stair finish work, and closets. Also covers exterior 
trims and porches. Includes manhour tables for finish work, and hundreds 
of illustrations and photos. 208 pages, 8½ x 11, $22.50

CD Estimator

If your computer has Windows™ and a CD-ROM drive, CD Estimator puts 
at your fingertips over 150,000 construction costs for new construction, 
remodeling, renovation & insurance repair, home improvement, framing 
& finish carpentry, electrical, concrete & masonry, painting, earthwork 
& heavy equipment and plumbing & HVAC. Quarterly cost updates are 
available at no charge on the Internet. You’ll also have the National 
Estimator program — a stand-alone estimating program for Windows™ 
that Remodeling magazine called a “computer wiz,” and Job Cost Wizard, 
a program that lets you export your estimates to QuickBooks for actual 
job costing. A 60-minute interactive video teaches you how to use this 
CD-ROM to estimate construction costs. And to top it off, to help you cre-
ate professional-looking estimates, the disk includes over 40 construction 
estimating and bidding forms in a format that’s perfect for nearly any 
Windows™ word processing or spreadsheet program.  
CD Estimator is $133.50

Craftsman eLibrary

Craftsman’s eLibrary license gives you immediate access to 60+ 
PDF eBooks in our bookstore for 12 full months! 
You pay only one low price. $99.99.  
Visit www.craftsman-book.com for more details.

Roof Framing

Shows how to frame any type of roof in common use today, even if you’ve 
never framed a roof before. Includes using a pocket calculator to figure 
any common, hip, valley, or jack rafter length in seconds. Over 400 illustra-
tions cover every measurement and every cut on each type of roof: gable, 
hip, Dutch, Tudor, gambrel, shed, gazebo, and more.  
478 pages, 5½ x 8½, $26.50

Building Layout

Shows how to use a transit to locate a building correctly on the lot, plan 
proper grades with minimum excavation, find utility lines and easements, 
establish correct elevations, lay out accurate foundations, and set correct 
floor heights. Explains how to plan sewer connections, level a foundation 
that’s out of level, use a story pole and batterboards, work on steep sites, 
and minimize excavation costs. 240 pages, 5½ x 8½, $22.00

Practical References for BuildersPractical References for Builders
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Craftsman Book Company 
6058 Corte del Cedro
Carlsbad, CA 92011

Name

Company

Address

City/State/Zip

� This is a residence

Total enclosed___________________________(In California add 7.5% tax)

We pay shipping when your check covers your order in full.

In A Hurry? 
We accept phone orders charged to your  

� Visa, � MasterCard, � Discover or � American Express

Card#_________________________________________________________ 

Exp. date____________ CVV#_______________ Initials_________________

Tax Deductible: Treasury regulations make these references tax deductible when 
used in your work. Save the canceled check or charge card statement as your receipt.

�   39.50  Basic Engineering for Builders

�   22.00  Building Layout

�   19.00  Carpentry in Commercial Construction

� 133.50  CD Estimator

�   18.25  Commercial Electrical Wiring

�   68.50  Contractor’s Guide to QuickBooks 2015

�   57.00  Contractor’s Guide to QuickBooks Pro 2010

�   56.50  Contractor’s Guide to QuickBooks Pro 2009

�   54.75  Contractor’s Guide to QuickBooks Pro 2008

�   53.00  Contractor’s Guide to QuickBooks Pro 2007

�   49.75  Contractor’s Guide to QuickBooks Pro 2005

�   48.50  Contractor’s Guide to QuickBooks Pro 2004

�   38.00  Contractor’s Survival Manual Revised

�   22.50  Finish Carpenter’s Manual

�   87.50   National Construction Estimator with FREE National  
Estimator Download

�   87.75   National Electrical Estimator with FREE National  
Estimator Download

�   55.50  Paper Contracting

�   24.00  Roof Framers Bible

�   26.50  Roof Framing

�   38.00  Roofing Construction & Estimating

�     7.95  Roofing Quick-Card

�   26.50  Rough Framing Carpentry

�   45.00  Commercial Metal Stud Framing

�    FREE  Full Color Catalog

10-Day Money Back Guarantee (prices subject to change without notice)

®

� 24 hour order line 

1-800-829-8123
Fax (760) 438-0398

Paper Contracting

Risk, and the headaches that go with it, have always been a major part of 
any construction project — risk of loss, negative cash flow, construction 
claims, regulations, excessive changes, disputes, slow pay — sometimes 
you’ll make money, and often you won’t. But many contractors today 
are avoiding al-most all of that risk by working under a construction 
management contract, where they are simply a paid consultant to the 
owner, running the job, but leaving him the risk. This manual is the how-
to of construc-tion management contracting. You’ll learn how the process 
works, how to get started as a CM contrac-tor, what the job entails, how to 
deal with the issues that come up, when to step back, and how to get the 
job completed on time and on budget. Includes a link to free downloads 
of CM contracts legal in each state. 272 pages, 8½ x 11, $55.50 
Also available as an eBook (PDF), $27.75 at www.craftsman-book.com

National Electrical Estimator

This year’s prices for installation of all common electrical work: conduit, 
wire, boxes, fixtures, switches, outlets, loadcenters, panelboards, race-
way, duct, signal systems, and more. Provides material costs, manhours 
per unit, and total installed cost. Explains what you should know to 
estimate each part of an electrical system. Includes a free download of 
an electronic version of the book with National Estimator, a stand-alone 
Windows™ estimating program. An interactive multimedia video that 
shows how to use the software to compile electrical cost estimates is free 
at www.costbook.com. 552 pages, 8½ x 11, $87.75. Revised annually 
Also available as an eBook (PDF), $43.88 at www.craftsman-book.com

Rough Framing Carpentry

If you’d like to make good money working outdoors as a framer, this is the 
book for you. Here you’ll find shortcuts to laying out studs; speed cutting 
blocks, trimmers and plates by eye; quickly building and blocking rake 
walls; installing ceiling backing, ceiling joists, and truss joists; cutting and 
assembling hip trusses and California fills; arches and drop ceilings — all 
with production line procedures that save you time and help you make 
more money. Over 100 on-the-job photos of how to do it right and what 
can go wrong. 304 pages, 8½ x 11, $26.50

Construction Contract Writer

Relying on a “one-size-fits-all” boilerplate construction con-
tract to fit your jobs can be dangerous — almost as dangerous 
as a handshake agreement. Construction Contract Writer lets 
you draft a contract in minutes  that precisely fits your needs 

and the particular job, and meets both state and federal requirements. 
You just answer a series of questions — like an interview — to construct 
a legal contract for each project you take on. Anticipate where disputes 
could arise and settle them in the contract before they happen. Include 
the warranty protection you intend, the payment schedule, and create 
subcontracts from the prime contract by just clicking a box. Includes a 
feedback button to an attorney on the Craftsman staff to help should you 
get stumped — No extra charge. $149.95. Download the Construction 

Contract Writer at: http://www.constructioncontractwriter.com

Roof Framer’s Bible

68 different pitch combinations of “bastard” hip roofs at your fingertips. 
Don’t curse the architect – let this book make you an accomplished mas-
ter of irregular pitched roof systems. You’ll be the envy of your crew, and 
irregular or “bastard” roofs will be under your command. This rare pocket-
sized book comes hardbound with a cloth marker like a true bible.  
216 pages, 3¾ x 7½, $24.00

Commercial Electrical Wiring

Make the transition from residential to commercial electrical work. Here 
are wiring methods, spec reading tips, load calculations and everything 
you need for making the transition to commercial work: commercial 
construction documents, load calculations, electric services, transformers, 
overcurrent protection, wiring methods, raceways, boxes and fittings, 
wiring devices, conductors, electric motors, relays and motor controllers, 
special occupancies, and safety requirements. This book is written to help 
any electrician break into the lucrative field of commercial electrical work. 
Based on the 1999 NEC. 320 pages, 8½ x 11, $18.25

Order online http://www.craftsman-book.com
Free on the Internet! Download any of Craftsman’s estimating  
database for a 30-day free trial! www.craftsman-book.com/downloads

Download all of Craftsman’s most popular costbooks for one low price  
with the Craftsman Site License. http://www.craftsmansitelicense.com
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